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Jim) tflougan 


HARD TIMES AT THE 


I you go to Greece, read the funny pages last 


ECAUSE DICTATORSHIP is a polit- 
b ical extreme, one usually thinks 
of its extremities: political prisoners, 
torture, midnight arrests, tanks rumi- 
bling through city streets. Greece has, 
and has had, all of these. 

What follows, however, is a report 
about a more mundane aspect of dic- 
tatorship: its day-to-day effects on a 
smal} newspaper and two journalists 
who write for it. The article is based 
upon irformation and interviews 
gathered before the second, most re- 
cent, coup detat in Greece. But state- 
ments by the new strong man, brig. 
Gen. Dinitrios loannidis, suggest that 
aehange indictators has not produced 
a softening in the regimes attitude 
toward the press. On the contrary, 
the situation apparently has become 
even more difficult than before. In 
the week following his coup. Joanni- 
dis twice ordered all Athenian news- 
paper publishers to appear before 
him at military police headquarters, 
a place which, to most Greeks, 1s 
~yhonytous with a torture chamber. 
His message to the pubhshers was 
expheit: tread very carefully or lose 
everything. Questioned about his role 
in the government, Toannidis made 
the situation perfectly clear: “You 
were not called here for a dialogue,” 
he snapped, “but to listen to what | 
say. Within a few days, one Athens 
daily (Vradyni) had been closed 
down: most of the others were devot- 
ing their columns to soecer news. 


FTER VISITING GREECE, | can re- 
A port that the pen is not, in faet, 
mightier than the swore. 

If it were, the man who sometimes 
follows Christos Economou to work 





Jim Hougan 


would carry a brace of Parker 75s. 
Instead, he has what appears to be a 
388 jammed into the top of his pants. 
The enn is vistble when the wind 
eatches the flaps of his sports jacket, 
blowing them to the sides, and the 
man who wears the gun makes no at- 
tempt to hide it. On the contrary, he 
stands with his hands in Ins pockets 
on the corner of one of Athens” busi- 
est’ streets, watching Economou de- 
vour souvlaki at a sidewalk stand. 

‘He's one of our cowboys,” Econ- 
omou jokes, following my stare. 
“Authentic Greek: Jannis Wayne- 
opoulis.”’ 

The comment is apt: there’s some- 
thing frontierlike in the way the man 
flaunts his weapon, his casual osten- 
tation and bluff indifference to gap- 
ing tourists and passersby. Rocking 





Jim Tougan, a frequent visitor to Greece and 
observer of the 1967 coup, is now living in 
Maine and working ona book. 
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baek and forth on his heels in | 
umbra of a curlicued Coca-Cola si 
he makes it clear that the term‘‘seif 
police’ is at least partly figurativ§ 

Finishing his souvlaki with a gd 
Economou leads me toward a bul 
ing whose faded sign reads * th 
News. Behind us, the policeman 
lows at an indiscreet distance. 

The Athens News, for which Ec 
omou writes a regular column,} 
simultaneously one of the least 1 
tentious and most remarkable ne\ 
papers in Europe. An English-[ 
guage daily published in the capi 
of Greece, it has a circulation limit 
mostly to tourists, students, intell¢ 
tuals, and embassy staffers, about fim 
thousand of whom buy the paper | 
soon as it hits the kiosks. . 

Physically, the tabloid looks asi® 
it had been composed by a man with 
chronic case of the hiccups. Lines 
print Often come out Iooking like th 
and since the printers do not spec 
English, sentences are sometiny 
jumbled up or disemboweled in 
way that suggests the style of Willia! 
Burroughs. Reading the Athens New 
cam be a dizzying experience, a sof 
of literary mal de mer. | 

But the risks are worth it. Th 
paper is filled with page after pag 
of solid information on Greek affair! 
news often unpublished elsewhere i) 
Greece. The newspaper’s  editorig) 
stance is belligerently democratic, / 
position that does not ingratiate 
with the country’s authoritarian mil 
itary regime, 4 

This freedom itselfis extraordinary 
Newspapers whose circulation is co 
fined mostly to tourists and foreigt 
residents are almost always conser. 
vative or neutral, as was the Athen! 






























| When the place 
finallyclosesand 
‘the bosssays > 
r‘let’s us have one”... 
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Volkswagen has thrown away the Dasher holds five people, comfe 


book again. ably, (in both two and four door meg 
The result is an amazing new car, and yet is not a big car. Technical ig} 

Dasher, that’s so far ahead of every- tions have kept Dashers machinem} 

body else, it's going to take them years credibly compact. So while the cai 

to catch up. big, the parts where the people an 


Dasher is both powerful (0-50 in 8.5 luggage go are big. lt 
seconds) and economical (25 miles to | Dasher also handles better thang 
the gallon), two things that usually conventional car you ve ever driver 
dont go together. The engine and drive wheels arep 


A NEW VOLKSWAG 
COME ALONG WH 










742 combination that gives you And aside from the fact that Dasher 
ol nd traction you ve never ex: is designed to be reliable and easy to 
2@d before. Especiallyon curves maintain (it’s a Volkswagen, after all) 

1 hud and snow and Ice. it’s covered by the most advanced cov: 
of here’s Skidbreaker. erage plan of them all, the VW Owner’ 
dt-eaker is a miraculous feature Security Blanket, which includes free 
ohes Dasher to move straight Computer Analysis. 

1@: you brake, when one side of The new Volkswagen Dasher. You 
ws Fiding on ice or snow, atouchy can throw away your old ideas about 
1@' in a conventional car. what to expect from a car. 
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THE TH NS NEWS 

News betore the 1967 coup. Mo 
pubhshers are reluctant to risk go 
ernment reprisals for what is obviov 
ly a quixotic effort, the journalist 
equivalent of casting pearls befo 
swine. And yet this is precisely tl 
effort that the Athens News h 
chosen to make. It is, in effect, 
“journal of resistance” dtstribut¢ 
primarily to vacationers, “packa 
tourists” who are more interested 
airline timetables than in timetab! 
for general elections in Greece. 

In a country whose regime 1s pn 
noted for its tolerance of critics, it 
surprising that the Athens Vews is 
lowed to publish. Other periodic: 
(such as the magazine Anti) ha 
been ruthlessly suppressed, their py 
lishers beaten and jailed, for doi, 
no more than what the Athens Ne 
does every day. How do they ¢ 
away with it? 

The explanation most eommor 
advanced by those who resist 13 
regime, including reporters on 1% 
Athens News itself, is that the pay 
indirectly serves the interests of 1? 
junta. That ts, tourists and foreil 
investors reading the newspaper 
likely to conclude that Greece 1% 
country with problems but that frg 
dom of the press is not one of the, 
The newspaper’s criticism of the j 
ta may be harsh and to the point, | t 
its open circulation suggests that .8 
regime is a relatively lenient one. .& 
cording to this logic, the Athens V4 
is allowed to pubhsh because it 
ates the (false) impression amcg 
foreigners that the government, 
not entirely dictatorial. This imps 
sion assuages the conscience of tG% 
ists and investors alike, while @ 
language barrier insulates the ne3 
paper’s criticism from the Gres 
themselves. 

This analysis is a depressing «é 
a journalistic Catch-22. The nes 
paper’s publication indirectly set’ 
the interests of the junta, yet @ 
cease publication would be unthit 
able: without the Athens .Veies, tk € 
would be no open vehicle for dis: 
within Greece. To the dictum, “F ¥ 
lish and be damned!" must be ad @ 
the cautionary observation that © 
publication is damned if it does ¢ 
damned if it doesn’t. 


RRIVING IN A rickety elevatoa 
A the fourth floor of 5 Haw" 
Street, Economou delivers his he 
written column to a pretty Amer 4 


She tH correct the spelling and 
nat helore ty pug rt and clebis 
it to the Lypesetters iu the baek 


virl Is al part-liine eruploy ee 
nisband is a hentenant com 
ern the Navy, a press mifortiia- 
heer for the Coutroverstab sixth 
Her enplovinent at the Athen 
seems to he at loggerheads with 
news. 


isbaned’s work, since the 


Is vigorously critical of — the 
presence, Oddly enough, she 


ses mo interest mp the Hew spi- 
“What do | 

know. Its 
Iii just 


ditorial postions. 
about it? | dont 
ofiny business, really. 
ntreader, she says. 
“yr Pin tole that most of the news- 
> eniployees are“ part-tinte | 
full-taine work requires a work 
J Which, i the case of the Ath- 
28, in almast always withheld. 
style of the Athens ews is 
«l by am assortment of press 
lat are wo less harsh for their 
vague. It is an style, 
but frequently at a slight re- 
rom the subject. Headlines are 
‘ipe with puns, and stories are 
mes Jurtaposed in critical and 
fieewarve. Aoreview of Charlie 
ns The Great Dtetator lias -pe- 
gnitheance ina city under mil- 
hule. \ column af Reonomous, 
lly South Viet- 
President Nguyen Van Thieu. 
like a declaration of indepen- 
for every Greek. “Can | help 
‘onomou asks disingenuously, 
ics detect similarities between 
feist dictatorship in Saigon and 
Spia we lve im Greece?” 
fomiou notes that the govern- 
less concerned with conmuents 
nthe forums of intellectuals — 
‘ater, for instance-—than with 
suid and permitted in the tav- 
md the popular media. A. 
reporters and columnists have 
pry careful of what they write. 
rime to embarrass the govern- 


Irom 













erconiauig 


regardless of whether or aot 
ppart= are true. Any article 
diminishes the “dignity” of a 


ofheial ean result in a fine, dis- 
it from the profession. or im- 
vent. \ny newspaper edition 
confiscated by the authorities, 
eh confiscation, whether ‘“jus- 
or arbitrary, makes the pub- 
willy of a disciplinary offense. 
sect toward one’s colleagues is 
ly punishable by law. A aiege n- 
‘page government decree, “Ou 





the Jomrnaletre Proteseron, oe as 


eoneertiovly tebutou , buat the corr 


raves teraede: rt clea that they wri 
terpret the baw as diavelily ae ats un 
Chetoieel tpruats wath adlow. ble re scl 


ms that wath CVeLy Issues pourdolie Abpert 
the staff menibers put large chinks ot 
thei Lives an Joopardy, 

LYace poorpuet ‘Ss publisher, lane Porn 
ietdeutally , 
bredish ,, Was sentenced toa prisan 


twhio, tloesnm t speak 
teas bast veal for what aqmounted to a 
The headline whiel 
~cnt thar to jar “Bombs, Reeruit- 
edb Schoolchildren Greet) Agnew” 

was faithful to the fact. of the fomner 
Vicee-Prestdents visit to Greeee, but 
the storys text aumitted reference to 
the ineidents deseribed mm the lead- 
line. Hlarmexplained that the onissian 


mechamreal error. 


ocvurred when the printers dropped 
a type tray coutaimng the stary and 
unwittingly left aut the first two pura- 
eraphs when they reassembled the 


mess. Phe result was an innocuous 
and rather unintelligible article and 


more than ~is months behind bars 
for the publisher. 

Avoiding legal traps is something 
of a sctrence at the Athen- Ves: 


where irony is too weak, sarcasin will 
substitute. 


Thus, while a notoriously 


Ethiopia 


courupt offierol catmet be « pore al, 


refepeqee oto biarn coan thy sy Loe pred 
reed ly thae rit aboby 


pec taye lie oreuptible, 


( tpoltastise A yscl 
\fte 


beveler bear to woueler. Srostharks, 


Piel teat to] Vypenetee Com baa ie 
“out Careut begeker ° ase 
cout bhere of the 
No Gaeck jarebeze I~ 


challenge 


ih Uso T 
Ji. voli 
likely [ty 


thre~e dese riptvou- on the 


the oan Pan 


thon. 


eranud= of accuracy or indraenity, and 
sdreastn is ciminently deutable. More 
iportautly. perhaps, thie \then- 


Neus ciiploys a pietortal strategy 
that wives frout- pice play lo photo- 
graphs of events that the 
prefer to see Lurie! ¢ 


state would 
ro ignored, In 
this way the ae can report 


without camment the official COVETIL 


mietit Jine that “only a few dozen” 
~tudent. were mvolved in. a demon- 
stration. While pairing that report 


with a picture slowing thousand- of 
yautlis through Omonia 
Square with baauers and flag~ flying. 


ORE 
Ly ene 
aM ft: ‘ally 
destine 


marching 


we, even than the 
laws is what seems to be 
sanctioned, hardly clan- 
campaign of dirty tricks. It 
isa flexible operation. a- it must be 
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Call your travel agent or mail the 
coupon for information about 
the Hidden Emptre. 


ee ee er ee er Oe ey er nr rs 


ETH IOPIAN 


ie a Sl a 





af wile ‘ 


29 


30 






THE ROYAL 
HAWAIIAN 





AN EVERLASTING 
LOVE AFFAIR ON 
WAIKIKI BEACH. 
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day, von can allord it. 
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mea city with ten daily newspapers, 
and its weight ean be bronght to bear 
witli exactly the leverage the POwcr- 
fil Ministry of Information ordains. 

At the Athens News, circulation 
has more than doubled since the 1967 
coup Wetat, but the increased rev- 
enue from kiosk sales has been inere 
than negated by a deerease mi ad- 
vertising. Government advertising is, 
of Course, an tiportant source ob in- 
come, and all of that has been wath- 
drawn and placed in Triendhier pa- 
pers. Bat, despite a massive merease 
in tourism (which ought to beneht 
an longlish-lauguage publication), 
other ads are downas well. Economou 
that since the coup. the 
newspaper has lost advertising worth 
more than | onulhen drachmias per 
year, about $30,000. While that might 
not seent tke much to an American 
publisher, its a fortune to the owner 
of a small Greek daily. Private busi- 
nessmien realize that advertising mi 
the Athens News is an effective way 
to attract tourists) dollars, but they 
also understand that tt is a good way 
to attract government disfavor. 

Reporters are primary targets for 
more direet. harassment. Econonwu 
is confident) that) his telephone is 
tapped. More problematical, however, 
is his lack of what amounts to an of- 
ficial license to report the news. Be- 
cause his views are unpalatable to 
those m power, press identiheation 
(issued by the Ministry of Informa- 
tion) is withheld. Lacking such iden- 
tifteation, lbeonomou rs effectively de- 
med aeceess to ofheial sources and to 
the places where the news is niade. 

Before the coup, HKeonomom was 
one of the best-known and most re- 
speeted reporters in Greece, During 
more than twenty years of newspa- 
perwork, led been political editor 
of Helen Vilaehos’s conservative JAles- 
simivrint and had obtained) exclu- 
sive interviews with Eisenhower and 
Khrushchev. As a foreigu correspon- 
dent he'd traveled throughout the 
United States, Eairepe, Cuba, and 
twiee to Vietham and the Far East. 
His income as a reporter was about 
$1,200 per month, he had access to 
everyone, and he looked forward to 
a comfortable pension from his anion 
when he had completed his twenty- 
live years of work. 

Today EKeonomon conldn’t get in- 
to the Embassy of Mah. Hhis former 
publisher, Helen Vlachos, is in exile, 
his former newspaper shut down. He 
cunt get a passport to travel, he’s 


estimates 


excluded from the government-egp, 
trolled trade union, and the Ministe 
of Information refuses to sign hiy 
press card, 

llis salary on the Athens News }: 
abont 15 percent of what he receive 
at Messtmevrint, and until his pres 
card is signed he’s unable to acquin 
the few remaining years necessary { 
receive his pension. In addition, th 
$300 per inonth that Greek jour 
nalists can make by contributing T 
the state-controlled) radio-and-teley; 
siow network is no longer availabh 
to dim. 

These are, adunttedly, only pei 
sonal disasters. By and large the 
represent the withdrawal of man 
privileges and a few rights. Eeone 
mou has lost his privacy, his income 
ltis access to Mportant places and @ 
ficials, lis professional standing, an 
lis mght to travel. Presumably alle 
these wonld be returned if he reean 
ed. But that’s unlikely to happer 
There ts a story about Economo 
that ailhistrates the thiekness of 
skin, and the affection with whic 
some Greeks tell it suggests the dee 
pride they take in their reststance, | 

kconomon is said to have aske 
an embarrassing poltieal question: 
U.S. Ambassador Henry Tasea at) 
press conference. The question relate | 
to alleged CLA involvement in th 
1967 coup. Before the Ambassadt 
could) reply, an American wire-ses} 
vice reporter (apparently referrir)} 
to a womens bontique owned i} 
Mis. [eouomon) interrupted: “Yc, 
don't have to answer that, Mr. Ap} 
bassador! HKeonomou hasn’t any ¢) 
ficial aeereditation—he’s just a } 
dies” shoe salesman.” Without mig} 
ing a beat, Eeonomon turned to t) 
reporter and rephed, “Better to C 
ress the foot of a beantiful wom} 
than to lick the boot of a dictator!) 

iI 
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| 
CONOMOU IS a conservative, by 
Kk. opposition to military rule.) 
Greece crosses the political spectra | 
Louis Danos also works on the Athe 
News. and Danos is not a conservatis | 
Formerly the editor in chief of A 
dreas Papandreon’s daily newspapt- 
‘Alnendotos, Danos was once Econ) 
hows “opposite number.” Whatev 
his polities (he says he’s not a Ma 
ist), Danos’s prose is just as tough 
Keonomois. 
A short. almost fragile man wi 
bright. kind eyes and a smile te | 
blinks thronghout a conversalic 


affairs.. 


puzzles. 





m@ nber 11. 1973, happily reuniting 
if s. writers, and readers of both 
ff lay Review and World Magazine. 


| 
; irday Review World appeared 


Mer the editorship of Norman 
1s. SRW combines the best features 
ie Review's 50-year-old 
ilistic tradition with the global 
& 2ctive of World. Writers and 
I® ns that were favorites of SR readers 
the new, merged magazine 
a nizable without being predictable. 
: 2 science and education supple: 


that were so popular in Saturday 
WV now appear in SR: W. 






| Wis leading the way in exploring 
~v frontier of brain research - 
bly the most exciting and prom: 
@irea of mankind's future. 
£2 ll find Saturday Review: World's 
Gs on this and other important topics 
% imely and relevant. They cover 
cts that interest and concern you 
.and open up new and fascinating 
for future exploration. Among 
t articles: 





EMAKERS FOR THE BRAIN 
lavid Hendin 


LECTIONS ON WATERGATE 
¥ rchibald Cox 
» PPRECIATION OF GEORGE 
B<SHWIN by Leonard Bernstein 
. PLIGHT OF THE AMERICAN 
GUAGE by dean Stafford 
) LEGE TUITION: WHO SHOULD 
? by Peter Janssen 
NESE MEDICINE: A TRULY GREAT 
P FORWARD by Alton Blakeslee 


OND THOUGHTS ON MARY 
ID LINCOLN by Irving Stone 


Only the new Saturday Review/World 
provides coverage of all the arts — literature 
...music...theatre...film...fine art. 
dance...photography... 


Plus coverage of national and international 
lively exchanges of ideas between 
editors and readers...science and education 

supplements...travel ideas...book reviews... 
.cartoons...and a lot more —all between the covers of 


one lively magazine. 


In addition, the two special, 


SR. W features include: vigorous edi- 
torials by Editor Norman Cousins and 
other world leaders of thought and 
action... the exclusive World Environ- 
ment Newsletter... reviews and roundups 
of outstanding books in all fields. 

Geoview by R. Buckminster Fuller. .. 
Top of My Head by Goodman Ace... 
Diversions by Leo Rosten... Manner 
of Speaking by John Ciardi... 
Curmudgeon at Large by Cleveland 
Amory... L eae Refractions by Thomas 
H. Middlet« on. 


Coverage of music and recordings 
by Irving Kolodin...dance by Walter 


Tenv...travel by Horace Sutton. .. films 


by Hollis Alpert...theatre by Henry 
Hewes...art by Katharine Kuh... photo- 
graphy by Margaret Weiss. 


Plus those fascinating brain-teasers 
Wit Twisters. Literary Crypts, and Double: 
Crostics...and delightful cartoons. 

SRK Wis a bi-weekly. This gives the 
editors and writers more time to reflect. 
And readers more time to assimilate and 
do their own reflecting. The magazine 
is written and read by people who think 
things through. 


Now is a particularly good time to sub- 
scribe. 1974 marks the 50th anniv ersary 
of Saturday Review. In celebration, SRW 
will publish two special issues during 
the summer —running an editorial 
scanner over a period of one hundred 
vears. The first of these issues. 
Retrospeci. will report on the past half 
century of volatile changes. he second, 
Prospect, ry the next half century 
of volatile chalk s. These may well be 
the most important aoe widely-discussed 
issues in magazine publishing history 


Ine of America’s oldest magazines 
has suddenly become one 


of its newest 






expanded issues celebrating the 50th 
anniversary issue of Saturday Review — Retrospect and Prospect 
—will be included as part of your subscription at no extra cost. 


..certain to become collectors items. 
They will be included. of course, as part 
of your subscnption if you order now. 

As you will see, there is a close inter 
action between SR, 'W readers and 
editors. Readers know they are playing an 
important part in the evolution of one of 
the world’s most distinguished and influ- 
ential publications. They are caught up in 
an adventure of ideas with the magazine's 
editors and writers. 


Start enjoying the adventure. The cost 
is only $12 for one year... or $25 if you 
prefer a three year subscription(which not 
only saves you a substantial amount, but 
protects you against probable pnce 
increases). Use the order form to enter 
your subscription today. 


SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 
Please enter my subscription to 
Saturday Review/World as indicated: 
) One year $12 () Two years $20. (J Three years $25 


(Save $7 50 over (Save $19 00 over (Save $33.50 over 
ingle-copy costs) single-copy costs) single-copy costs) 


hasic rates are good for US, its possessions, APO. 
ae “and C anada Elsewhere, postage is $2.00 per year 
additional! 
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Danos is the author of a column that 
appears twice a week in the Athens 
News. It's called “The Critique of 
Pure Reason,” and the title refers 
less to Immanuel Kant than to the 
“pure reason” the junta claims must 
govern Greek affairs. 

Danos worked on the first edition 
of the Athen- ews, back in 1951. 
He left the newspaper after a violent 
political argument with the conserv- 
ative Iannis Horn. Danos still dis- 
agree> with Horn, but resistance to 
the regime has niade them friends 
and co-workers once again. 

The Athens News iz the only source 
of income that Danos has. Before the 
coup he received a military pension 
that was twice his present salary. 
a reward for thirteen years as a -ol- 
dier and compensation for battle- 
helct wounds received in the coun- 
try > crvil war against the Commu- 
nists. Wounded in 1918, he retired 
from the arly a= a major after two 
vears of recovery in a military hos- 
pital. Fle had been decorated for 
de 

Dano~ lost lis pen-ion when he 
Was arrested for conspiring to over- 
throw the regime. His arrest came 
In December 1970. and he was kept 
in prison for fifteen month- 
his trial. 

“They didnt torture me.” he said. 
“They tried to kill me instead. You 
see, besides my war wound-. I have 
tuberculo-i-. They knew that and 
kept me in a one-meter-by-one-meter 
ceH without clothes for niore than a 
vear. Like an animal. There were no 
doctors. I kept alive by running in 
place for hours and hours. every 
day. In March 1972. Danos was 
convicted of belonging to an orga- 
nization outlawed by the regime = 
its ties to the liberal Papandreou. 

“I confessed,’ Danos said, “‘to 
what I had done. And to what I 
hadn't done. I did that because they 
arrested four of my family and said 
that they'd imprison mv mother and 
others if I didnt confess to every- 
thing. Later. in court, I retracted 
most of the confes-ion, the untrue 
parts. but it didn't matter.” 

Danos + column was. sufficiently 
painful to the regime that the former 
Undersecretary ie, the Press. Byron 
Stamatopoulos. would regularly fire 
off telegrams to publisher Horn. 

"He threatens Horn with court,” 
Danos said. “unless he fires me. Sta- 
matopoulos—what a fellow he is! He 
calls me a Communist, a fascist, an 


before 


anarchist -all in the same ame teleg | 
sometimes. Danos chuckles. “4, 


then he smiles at me and says, “Hel 
how-are-you?’ when I’m having e 
fee with friends in Syntagma Squa 
A Janus.” Danos pauses and hrooe 
|! don t understand the man. Hews 
to be a socialist. You know. when 
was younger, and he was younger, 
was a Fone of the Athens ry 
of Journalists. I was its vice-cha 
man. Well, after the 1967 coup det } 
occurred, the government insist 
that we expel forty-two of our me 
bers. We refused, and the regir 
took over the union. Today Stamate 
oulos is Undersecretary of Pre 
at the Ministry of Information, a 
I'm forbidden from even calling m 
~elf a journalist. Because, you 
to be a journalist you must be a mel 
ber of the union. and the only uni 
we have ix the government union. 
happens, I’m ineligible for mei 
bership: I'ma criminal. as you kno 
Well. the truth is that no one in 
family has ever been involved in po | 
tics. Not really. We've simply sa 
no to the regime, — ’ 
As I left. Danos had a word ofa 
vice. “Remember. if you write abo}] 
us. we are Just a newspaper for tov 
ists. We publish Popeye and Done 
Duck. and tell visitors where the 
can find an English-speaking dent 
There are no journalist: here. Jt 
part-time help.” And he chuckled. 
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HE OLD ELEVATOR rumbles @ 
| shakes its way down to the bf 
tom floor. arriving with a thump a 
a crash of opening doors. Outsi¢ 
the night ix clear and cold. Witht 
exception of a new Fiat parked I 
neath the * th ns News” =ign, Ha} 
riou Street is deserted. As I ws 
by. one of the cars windows ro | 
down and two men look out at D | 
from behind a fog of cigarette =mol | 
that suggests they ve been =itt 
there for a long while. 

It seems as if they re about to @ 
something. and polite ness makes 
hesitate in front of them. W hen the 
don't. !'m -urpri-ed and it takes 
few seconds to realize that their ¢ 
riosity ix too neutral and unabashe 
to be idle. They have the look s 
people who are busy rememberif 
what they sec. When the window 
nally rolls up again. Ini left with th 
fe -eling of dis missat and the imipre 
sion that I’ve been tricked into po 
ing for soinebody’s fact sheet. 


